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LESSON 16

PREPOSITIONS OF PLACE

IN (STATO IN LUOGO)

• Si usa quando si considera un luogo come tridimensionale (in the garden, in the phone box, in my

pocket, in the kitchen ...... ) :

 Es. Simon is in his room.

       Do you like swimming in the sea ?

• Si usa anche quando si considera un luogo come area geografica :

 Es. We went for a walk in the park.

       He’s got a flat in Milan.

• Si usa con le automobili :

 Es. I usually go to work in my car.

• Si usa con i nomi delle strade :

 Es. Mary lives in Shirley Road.

 Espressioni comuni nelle quali si usa la preposizione “in” :

 In prison in hospital in a book / newspaper

 in this photo / picture in the country in the sky

 in the middle in the back / front of a car in a queue / line / row.

 IN / INTO (MOTO A LUOGO)

• Si usa per esprimere un movimento dall’esterno verso l’interno :

 Es. She’s jumping in / into the water.

       I fell into / in the river.

 OUT OF

• Si usa per esprimere un movimento dall’ interno verso l’ esterno :

 Es. He came out of the room and locked the door.

 IN / INSIDE

• Si usa per dire “all’interno” :
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 Es. She was sitting in / inside the café.  The bird is in /inside the cage.

 OUTSIDE

• Si usa per dire “all’esterno” :

 Es. There’s a telephone box outside the bank.

 AT (STATO IN LUOGO)

• Si usa quando si considera un luogo come punto specifico :

 Es. I waited at the bus stop for twenty minutes.

       I’ll meet you at the station. (luogo d’incontro)

       There’s someone at the door.

       She’s sitting at her desk.

• Si usa anche per indicare degli eventi :

 Es. See you at the match.

       I met her at the meeting.

       My parents are at a church service.

• Si usa per indicare un indirizzo, quando si dà il numero civico :

 Es. We live at 65 Shirley Road.

• Si usa con città e paesi quando li si considera come punto, per esempio la tappa di un viaggio :

 Es. Does this train stop at York ?

• Si usa per gli edifici, ma solo quando si indica la funzione che esplicano (mentre per indicare

all’interno si usa “in”) :

 Es. I was at the cinema last night. (watching a film)

       My parents are at the pub. (having a drink)

 Espressioni comuni nelle quali si usa la preposizione “at” :

 At the station / airport at home / school / work at the seaside

 at the bottom / top of a hill at the back of a queue at the end of a corridor

 ON (STATO IN LUOGO)

• Si usa quando si considera un luogo come superficie :

 Es. What’s that on the floor ?

        I’ll put this picture on the wall.
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       The jug is on the table.

• Si usa quando si considera un luogo come linea :

 Es. Memphis is on the Missisipi river.

       Brighton is on the south coast of England.

• Si usa con i mezzi pubblici, p.es. i treni e gli autobus :

 Es. Did you come to school on the bus ?

 ON / ONTO (MOTO A LUOGO)

• Si usa per esprimere un movimento :

 Es. He jumped on / onto the horse.

       She’s putting her luggage on / onto the trolley.

 Espressioni comuni nelle quali si usa la preposizione “on” :

 On the platform on the farm on this page

 on the screen on the island on the beach

 on the coast drive on the right / left on the back of an envelope

 ON TOP OF

• Si usa per dire che una cosa è “sopra e a contatto” di un’altra :

 Es. The magazine is on top of the fridge.

        The case is on top of the wardrobe.

 OFF

• Si usa per indicare un movimento verso il basso :

 Es. He’s falling off the horse.

       We get off our bikes.

       Take your feet off the table.

 OVER

• Significa “sopra” e descrive un rapporto diretto verticale :

            A

 Es. A is over B.

            B
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 Es. There’s a bridge over the river.

• Si usa per dire “sopra, in tutta la sua estensione” :

 Es. He put his hand over his face.

 ABOVE

• Significa “sopra” e si usa quando una cosa non è direttamente sopra un’ altra :

 A

 Es. A is above B.

 B

 Es. The plane is above the clouds.

       We stayed at a hotel above the lake.

 UNDER

• Significa “sotto” e descrive un rapporto diretto verticale :

            A

 Es. B is under A.

            B

 Es. I pushed the letter under the door.

• Si usa per dire “sotto, in tutta la sua estensione” :

 Es. What are you wearing under your coat ?

 

 BELOW

• Significa “sotto” e si usa quando una cosa non è direttamente sotto un’ altra :

 A

 Es. B is below A.

 B

 Es.The temperature is below zero.

• UNDERNEATH

• Si può usare invece di under :

 Es. What are you wearing underneath your coat ?
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 IN FRONT OF

• Significa “davanti” :

 Es. I’ll meet you in front of the post office.

       The cyclist is in front of the bus.

 BEHIND

• Significa “dietro” :

 Es. There’s someone hiding behind that tree.

        The cyclist is behind the tractor.

 OPPOSITE

• Significa “di fronte” :

 Es. The bank is opposite the cinema.

       She’s sitting opposite Joe.

 BETWEEN

• Significa “tra”, quando la relazione avviene tra due cose o persone :

 Es. There’s a coach service between Sydney and Melbourne.

       Jackson is between Memphis and New Orleans.

 AMONG

• Significa “tra”, quando la relazione avviene tra più di due cose o persone :

 Es. The house is among the trees.

 NEAR

• Significa “vicino” :

 Es. They live near the sea.

       Wilmslow is near Manchester.

 NEXT TO

• Significa “a fianco di” :

 Es. The police station is next to the cinema.

       She’s sitting next to Joe.

 BY / BESIDE
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• Hanno entrambe il significato di “a lato di” :

 Es. Come and sit by / beside me.

       The table is by / beside the bed.

 ALONG

• Significa “lungo” e indica un movimento :

 Es. They walked along the street looking in all the shop windows.

 ACROSS

• Significa “dall’altra parte di, sull’altra parte di” :

 Es. She’s running across the road.

       A small bridge goes across the river.

 THROUGH

• Significa “attraverso” :

 Es. We drove through the city.

       The cars are going through the tunnel.

 UP

• Significa “su, verso l’alto” :

 Es. She went up the stairs.

 DOWN

• Significa “giù, verso il basso” :

 Es. She went down the stairs.

 PAST

• Significa “oltre” :

 Es. The policeman just walked past the man.

       The car is going past the house.

 AROUND / ROUND

• Si usa per indicare stato in luogo attorno a qualcosa di rotondo, e moto circolare o curvilineo :

 Es. They were sitting around /round the table.

       I live round / around the corner.
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• Si usa anche nel significato di “tutte le parti di” o “dappertutto” :

 Es. We walked round / around the town centre.

 

 FROM

• Significa “da”, traduce il moto da luogo :

 Es. The letter is from Chicago.

       We flew from Paris to Madrid.

 TO

• Significa “a” e traduce il moto a luogo :

 Es. That coach is going to London.

 TOWARDS

• Significa “verso” :

 Es. Who’s that woman walking towards us ?

 

 N.B.

• Si dice arrive in / at (un luogo), ma get to (un luogo) :

 Es. She arrived in / got to Paris last night.

• Si dice arrive in con i nomi di stati o città, ma arrive at con nomi di altri luoghi :

Es. She arrived in France / Paris last night.

      She arrived at the hotel just after 10 o’clock.

Con home, dopo verbi di moto non si usa nessuna preposizione :

Es. I went home after school.

Dopo i verbi di stato in luogo si dice invece at home :

Es. I was at home last night.


